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http://www.onehawaii.org/Pages/Nature/Rainforest-Facts.php
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Critics say students could be held back by learning a language that is not “viable” in
today’s world. But school officials say Nawahi students have exceeded peers in
standardized English tests...

State Senator Clayton Hee, a longtime supporter of Hawaiian language programs, was
encouraged to speak only English while growing up, like many other Hawaiians. He
learned Hawaiian in college and now uses it proudly and often.

“It gave me a sense of identity. It gave me a sense of pride,” he said.

(Associated Press,April 75, 2007)
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