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“There are lots of modern-day stories about people being saved by dolphins from 
shark attack and other desperate situations at sea. The accounts all have one thing 
in common - the dolphins have helped people with no apparent benefit to 
themselves. Here are some of the documented accounts we know about. Last year, 
a group of four New Zealand lifeguards were convinced they had been protected 
from sharks by a group of dolphins who swam in tight circles around them, thus 
preventing the sharks from coming close enough to attack. 
In May 1978, a boat load of people were lost in thick fog off the coast of South 
America. Four dolphins nudged the boat through dangerous water and saved many 
lives. 
Another dramatic account was reported in 2001 by a group of fishermen from 
South Carolina in the US. Their boat sank 50kms away from shore and they found 
themselves surrounded by sharks. A group of dolphins arrived and proceeded to 
drive the sharks away. They remained with the fishermen all night and the following 
day, warning off any sharks that came near.”  
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